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Cleaning petroleum spills
made environmentally_ safe

Miracle chemical makes
petroleum spills more safe
during clean-up process

BY CARRIE KEELER
of The Peninsula Gateway

Mike Houser manages eight inde-
pendent Chevron stations, including
the Chevron in Point Fosdick. He is
trying to the word about FM
186, which is used at all sta-
tions to clean m

“It's one of those that
kind of knocks your socks off,”
Houser said. “Its totally going lo
change things in terms of we
clean spills.”

FM 186 is produced by
Environmental Chemical Solutions

Inc. of Gig Harbor:
Accrmﬁmlnihccnmpuny.wlwn

FM 186 is sprayed onto petroleum
products, the toxicity is neutralized.
The result is a substance that people
could swallow with no harmiul
effects.

This chemical can potentially

many concerns non-
point pollution.
Nonpoint pollution comes from a

variety of small sources such as
farms, boats, roads, watered lawns

“It’s one of those products
that kind of knocks your

socks off. It totally going
to change things in terms
of how we clean spills.”

Mike Houser, menoger of
eight Chevron stations

and storm drains. The cumulative
effect of nonpoint pollution can eas-
ily destroy a watershed.

Ed Grubbs, the president of the
company, began developing FM 186
through research into storm water

oped in 1996 and placed on the mar-
ket in Sept. 1998,

However, many watchdog
groups have taken it upon them-
selves to ensure enforcement, mak-
ing the new chemical more valu-
able to potential customers.

“We are Jooking at the opportu-
nity to get between businesses and
regulators and make it a win-win
situation,” Grubbs said.

Current cleaning methods using
FM 186 include sponging the
resulting substance after the chem-
ical has been added to a spill. The
resulting substance can't be washed
away.

According to Grubbs the law
governing the pollution of waters is
written in such a way that any
action or inaction can get one into
trouble.

“Cleaning up oil of sheens in
parking lois, for example, can get
you into trouble because nothing is
allowed in storm water,” Grubbs
said. “We are trying to develop
methods to fix this problem.”

Grubbs' company is currently



process for approval, but you have
to prove you won'l harm a certain
fea larva, so it's very difficult 1o get
approval,” Grubbs said

In the meantime, according 1o
Grubbs, whenever a large petrule-
um spill occurs in water, no chemi-
cal can be added o the petroleum,
even if the addition of that chemical
will make the petroleum non-toxic.

Currently, Environmental
Chemical Solutions has an annual
income of about $250,000. Their

income s expected to change dra-

matically within the next few
months.

In prior months, the company
was averaging nine to 17 new cus-
tomers per month. The company
added 26 new customers in
December alone.

“We expect January to more
than double that,” Grubbs said.

They currently have offices in
Gig Harbor, Sacramento and
Portland. They hope to expand

their operations 1o a iotal of nine
western states within the next cou-
ple of years.

Some of their customers are
working on introducing the use of

Gatrway prhotn’
Scout Trarnar

FM 186 in their locations along
wesl coast and nationally. W
this happens, the company proj
their annual income o jumj
about $4 million.



